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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
First Report — “Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth:  

A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.02 am]: I am directed to present the first report of the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “Proceeds of crime and unexplained 
wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” 

[See paper 353.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: This report is a continuation of the twenty-eighth report of the joint standing committee 
in the thirty-eighth Parliament, which was laid on the table of this house on 28 June last year. It had the same 
title and it contained 12 findings and two recommendations. The previous government did not have an 
opportunity to respond to the committee’s recommendations, so this new committee in the thirty-ninth 
Parliament has resolved to bring them to the new government’s attention by tabling them in this place. The 
committee has taken this action because money laundering—the process of concealing the source of criminal 
proceeds—is increasingly regarded as the Achilles heel of organised crime. It is an accepted tenet that the fight 
against organised crime is significantly augmented by efforts to target the money laundering aspect of criminal 
activity. 

In Western Australia, the Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000 provides avenues by which WA Police, in 
conjunction with the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, may confiscate criminally acquired property 
and financial profits, irrespective of whether criminal activity can be established. While this act was regarded as 
groundbreaking, the provisions that pertain to the investigation and confiscation of unexplained wealth have 
been greatly under-utilised, and rarely used since early 2010. The main impetus for the inquiry by the committee 
in the thirty-eighth Parliament was a meeting it had with the New South Wales Crime Commission, and that is 
detailed in that report. In the thirty-eighth Parliament, this committee also undertook other investigations and, as 
I said, that is also detailed in the report. 

With respect to recovering the proceeds of crime—which is to say the confiscation of assets of persons convicted 
of certain criminal offences—it was clear to the committee then that there is absolutely no basis for expanding 
the jurisdiction of the CCC. The present discharge of this function is handled well by the WA Police and the 
Office of the DPP. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the investigation and confiscation of unexplained 
wealth. Although the recovery of proceeds of crime is tied to a criminal conviction, the investigation and 
confiscation of unexplained wealth is a non-conviction-based civil proceeding. The DPP has implemented a 
moratorium on the further processing of these applications by the WA Police for unexplained wealth 
declarations, and this tool is now under-utilised in the fight against organised crime in Western Australia. It is for 
these reasons that the committee has outlined the recommendations once again, to give the new government the 
opportunity to respond to those recommendations. 

The PRESIDENT: For the benefit of new members, I will explain that that is the first committee report tabled 
in this Parliament, and that will be set aside for consideration next Wednesday during consideration of 
committee reports; so it goes on to that agenda. 

Second Report — “How the Corruption and Crime Commission handles  
allegations and notifications of Police misconduct” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.05 am]: I am directed to present the second report of the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “How the Corruption and Crime 
Commission handles allegations and notifications of Police misconduct”. 

[See paper 354.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Like the report that I tabled just moments ago, this is the continuation of a report tabled 
by the committee in the thirty-eighth Parliament. In this case it was the thirty-second report, which was laid on 
the table of the Council on 15 November 2012. It had the same title and it contained 20 findings and five 
recommendations. Again, the previous government did not have an opportunity to respond to the committee’s 
recommendations, so the new joint standing committee has resolved to again bring them to the new 
government’s attention by tabling them in the thirty-ninth Parliament. 

The role played by the Corruption and Crime Commission is vital. The Western Australian public sector is today 
stronger and fairer in discharging its functions as a result of the work of the CCC, but it is sometimes difficult to 
adequately quantify the full impact of this work. The Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission in the thirty-eighth Parliament believed that the CCC’s role in working to enhance and maintain the 
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highest standards of integrity within the WA Police is of paramount importance as it is the front line of the 
justice system. 

When the police themselves break the law, the entire justice system is placed into jeopardy, as it creates the 
perception that the rule of law is unimportant, which in turn diminishes public confidence in the police. As a 
consequence, independent police oversight is crucial. Throughout the course of the inquiry by the committee in 
the thirty-eighth Parliament that led to the thirty-second report, it was continually reiterated to the committee that 
it is essential that serious and credible public complaints of serious police misconduct such as those involving 
either the excessive use of force or the misuse of police discretion are subjected to robust investigation and 
review by an external agency. This negates the perceived conflict of interest that is generated by a police force 
investigating its own officers. 

The thirty-second report was the outcome of an inquiry by the committee, inspired by the footage of Taser 
weapons being used on Mr Kevin Spratt by WA Police officers in the Perth Watch House on 31 August 2008. 
Although the public release of this footage on 4 October 2010 by the CCC coincided with the publication of an 
excellent report by the CCC—a report that had a positive impact on the use of Tasers by WA Police officers—
the committee wanted to find out why the CCC had not undertaken an immediate inquiry into the incident when 
first apprised of its seriousness in 2008. Of particular concern to the committee was the apparent reluctance by 
the CCC to undertake independent investigations of alleged misconduct on the part of WA Police officers. This 
report, once again, details the findings and recommendations of the committee, and the committee looks forward 
to hearing the government’s response in due course.  
 


	JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION
	First Report — “Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” — Tabling
	Second Report — “How the Corruption and Crime Commission handles allegations and notifications of Police misconduct” — Tabling


